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• 10 million 2025- 2.61 • • AFSA forms had been submitted since the fo1m la,unched in faJl 202.4 ( and 
this number has. grovm since April 11 !); 

• 2. 7 million .more F AFSA forms have 'bee.n s.-u.bmitted. this cycle compared. to last year (39% 
growtl1) as w1ell as 400,000 ad.ditio.nal applicatio11s ( 4m3%, growth) over the 20.23~24 cycl1e. last 
time the form launche·d on Oct. l • and 

• 85% of questictns are now resolved by our newly improved virtual assistant, Aidanm 

Returning ed·ucation to the states and respon ibly· transferring D 1epartment of d.u.cation responsibilities to 
b1etter suited age.ncies is far fiom limiting access to higher edu.cation .. Instead the Trump Administration 
is committed to getting th,e federal student lo.an portfolio on a sustainable path 3 e:ven encouraging 
colleges and ·u,niversities to do their part to su~pport borrowers4 in repayme·nt~ 

c ·ontrary to your framing that W"e are '"'stealing the American Dream,;• the rump Administration is 
empowering stu,eients and families with infor1na ion and holdin.g institutions acco·untable for outcomes. 

- - ~ 

We want.higher education to be a good inv·estment for students, not a cash c.ow for endowed institutions. 
W1e will always put stud1e11ts. abov1e the hjgher e:ducation establishment 

I-sincerely hope- we can have prod·uctive convetsations a·bout th1e future of education in our Nation. Since 
its inception in 1980. Congress has approp1iated .over -3 trillion to the Department of Education wi h 
virtually no improv1ement in our students' test. scoresa ' he Department has perpetuated a. narrative that 
stu.d.ents m·ust borro·w beyond their means to get a d.egree with .q·uestionable valu,e'. forcing future 
gene.rations to take on over :$1 . 6 trillion in stud.ent loan debt. What we are doing is simply not working .. 

I look forward to co:ntin·uing to set the re·cord straight about the real reform·~ happening in this 
Administration. ] will soon testify in. front of the ;S1enate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health 
and. Human Services, : ducation_ a:nd Relate·d Agencies that. oversee higher education to dis.cuss tl1e 
Presid.ent's bud.get request with Co·ngress and in front of the American pe~ple. I wis'h you the best of lu.c:k 
\\!jfu yOUT' fOfUffim 

Sincerely-·· I - . , , 

Linda : .. McMahon. 
U .. :S. Secretary ofEdu.c,ation 

1 1 
_· .. S. D·eparttne:nt of E0ducation to B,egm ~Federal Stude.nt Loan Collections,. Other Actions to Help Bo:n♦.owers Get 

B,ac:k into Repayment h.ttps: / l \\'WVl. ed~ g_ov / abo ut/ne\vs/press-re lease/us-dep rutm.ent -of-eclucati on-be gin-federal­
stud ent-l oan-col Mecti 011s-other-act:ions-h elp-borrowers-get-back-repay.ment 
4 :.s. Department of Education Reminds Colie.ges and U-niversities of Their Obligatio11s to Help Stru.ggling 
Bon·owers l1ttps://ww\1v.ed.gov/about/news/p:ress-release/us-depart1nent-of-educatio11-remiinds-college:s-ru:1d­
universities-of-their-obli.gations-help-stru.gglin.g-borrowers 
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